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had the larger vision which the needs of the position at such a
time demanded. During *the first few years it seemed as if the
plans of Zulfikarkhan were about to bear fruit. The Marathas
were able to make no impression collectively by reason of their
being split up by mutual jealousy and misunderstandings. The
great opportunity that had thus been presented, would have passed
away if Some master minds had not then come to the front, and
fortunately for Shahu, attracted his notice in the very first years
of his accession to power. Mere force and daring did not represent
the want of the time, there was more than enough of it What
was needed was organization, a far-seeing patriotism, the skill to
temporize and establish an accord in the jarring elements of strife,
and a determination to turn them to account not for private
purposes of self-aggrandizement, but for carrying out into effect
the traditions which the great Shivaji had fifty years ago left
behind as a legacy to his people. Among the men who came
to the front at this time, Balaji Vishwanath soon asserted for
himself by common consent a position which pointed him out as
a man who combined in himself the virtues of which the country
then most stood in need. He had been a Karkun in Dhanaji
Jadhav's service, having been introduced there by a fellow Kaikun
in the same service named Abaji Purandare, the founder of the
Purandare family. They were Dhanaji Jadhav's chief civil
advisers, one a Konkanastha and the other a Deshastha Brahman.
The Deccani Brahmans had from the first taken an important part
in organizing the dominions and power of Shivaji, and many of
them—the Hanmantes, the Pingles, Abaji Sondev, Pralhad Niraji
and others had shown great abilities in the field. The Brahmans
of the Konkan had not taken any prominent part in the first sixty
years of the development of the Maratha power, but the larger
opportunities now opened out to talent and ambition attracted
some of their best men to try their fortunes in serving their country,
and amoijg the men who thus left their homes in the Konkan were
Balaji Vishwanath and his friend, the founder of the Bhanu family,
who had been driven by the oppression of the Siddis of Janjira.
Balaji Vis&wanath and Abaji Purandare accompanied their master
Dhanaji Jadhav when he was sent by Tarabai to oppose Shahu's
return into the Deccan. Before his death Dhanaji recommended
both his trusted advisers to the notice of his new master* and
Balaji made himself especially serviceable as adviser to Shahu, so
that before long, he became the chief minister in power, though
not in name, and later; on, when-the old Peshwa Bahiropant Pragle
failed to give satisfaction to his master, Balaji was raised to Iris
place as the Peshwa, This was the man who might be said to

